GERMANY: THE POLITICAL PROBLEM

West signed on the dotted line, granting what the Russians
wanted and getting nothing in return.

Such are the antecedents, intellectual and political, of the
problem of Germany, as it presents itself to us today in political
terms. Germany has become, by virtue of those developments,
both the battleground and the main stake in the cold war be-
tween the United States and the Soviet Union. For by virtue of
that natural endowment of Germany to which I referred at the
beginning, whichever nation is able to gain control of all Ger-
many, of all the three Germanies, has gained such an advantage
in the struggle for power that it may well have become in-
vincible in a shooting war. It is for this reason that the Soviet
Union must deny the United States the control of all Germany,
and it is for this same reason that the United States must deny
to the Soviet Union the control of all Germany.

If this is so, it no longer makes any sense, as it might have
made in 1945 or 1946, to consider any particular German prob-
lem with which the United States is faced in isolation and on its
own terms. For all the problems with which Germany faces us
today are problems which receive their meaning and their im-
portance from the conflict between the United States and the
Soviet Union. When we speak of the integration of western Gar-
many into western Europe, we no longer are concerned with
Germany per se. What we are concerned about is only to in-
crease our strength in the struggle with the Soviet Union and to
deny the Russians the addition of German strength. The funda-
mental fact which makes it inevitable for us to engage in such
policies, controlled primarily by military considerations^ is the
presence of the Russian army in the heart of Europe, 130 miles
distant from the French frontier.

This is, it is granted, a less inspiring analysis of the nature of
the conflict between East and West than the ideological inter-
pretations, which repeat in a new terminology the same error
which has frustrated our policies with regard to Germany twice
in this century. Instead of looking at that conflict in terms of
power, we tend to look at it again in terms of hostile ideologies
and of a struggle between good and evil. I would be the last to
deny die importance of the Bolshevist philosophy and policy of